
Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve
Waste problems along the Black Sea shore

DANUBE DELTA – Life with respect for nature!®



Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve (DDBR) – location 



Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve (DDBR) - legal framework

Danube Delta was declared a biosphere reserve in 1990 by the 
Government of  Romania and  by the Romanian Parliament 
(Law 82/1993).



 Danube Delta
 Maritime Danube river up to Cotul Pisicii 
 Isaccea-Tulcea sector of  Danube floodplain
 Murighiol – Plopu salt flats
 Razim-Sinoie lagoon complex 
 Black sea coast from Chilia Branch to Midia Cape 
 Inland marine waters and territorial sea up to 20 m isobath

 Total surface: 580 000 ha

 Physical-geographical components:

Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve (DDBR)



The Danube Delta holds a triple international statute:
• As Biosphere Reserve, included in the international network of

biosphere reserves, the "MAN AND BIOSPHERE" Programme - MAB
UNESCO (1990)

• As RAMSAR site (wetland of international importance, especially for
waterfowl) (1991)

• As UNESCO World Natural and Cultural Heritage Site (1991)

The "Danube Delta" Biosphere Reserve (D.D.B.R) is an integral part
of the European ecological network Natura 2000 in Romania, both as:

• Sites of Community Importance (ROSCI0065 Danube Delta and ROSCI0066
Danube Delta - marine area) and

• Special Protection Area for Birds (ROSPA0031 Danube Delta and Razim -
Sinoie Complex and ROSPA0076 Black Sea), according to GD no. 1284/2007.

Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve (DDBR)



 The mosaic of  habitats developed here is the most varied in Romania and hosts 30 types of  
ecosystems, 23 natural and 7 anthropic.

 Over 9580 species of  flora and fauna:
- 2391 species of  flora 
- 6197 species of  fauna

The Danube Delta is one of  the largest deltas in Europe, including some of  the least 
disturbed wetlands on the continent. 
The Danube Delta is extremely rich in species and supports a wider range of  ecosystems 
than any other region in Europe.

Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve – biodiversity 



The Delta presents itself as an area interposed between land and water, comparable to an open-air
laboratory, rich in plant and animal species - some of them endemic, threatened or endangered.

The specific ecological conditions determine the habitats (the territories where the species live
together with the surrounding environment) to be full of life, but at the same time fragile.

The DDBR’s statute of protection helps to maintaining its impressive biodiversity (over 9580
species of flora and fauna) in a better state than in most deltas of Europe.



The Black Sea coastal area of the Reserve is valuable for:
• the morphological configuration characterized by the succession of cordons, dunes,

lakes, oriented in the form of a fan
• the characteristic vegetation on salty sandy soil
• the migration of birds and their wintering.















The natural coastal areas of  tourist interest within DDBR are located, for the 
most part, on the public domain of  national interest managed by the DDBRA-

Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve Authority.

Specific leisure activities in coastal areas are carried out on the basis of  
"Rules on access and activities in coastal areas of  tourist interest within the 

perimeter of  the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve“.



THE IMPACT OF TOURISM IN THE 
DANUBE DELTA BIOSPHERE RESERVE 

IN THE TOURIST SEASON



MAXIMUM AGGLOMERATION 
ON THE WILD BEACHES OF DDBR



On the wild beaches (unequipped) within the DDBR, the access, circulation, stationing or parking
of motorized or animal-powered means of transport of any type is prohibited! Exceptions are the
means of transport ensuring operative interventions pertaining to institutions of public order, defense and national security, sanitary
intervention, as well as those of the manager.

According to Ordinance 202/2002, art.77, par.3, lit.2, constitutes a contravention the circulation
or stationing of vehicles on beaches, dams and water shores, except for the places specifically
destined for this purpose or for operative interventions.

Also, according to Law no. 280/2003 for the approval of the Government Emergency
Ordinance no. 202/2002 regarding the integrated management of the coastal area, art. 35, point 2,
the circulation and parking outside the specially arranged spaces of motor vehicles, including
motorcycles and mopeds, on dunes and beaches and in the area of sensitive habitats is
prohibited.

MAXIMUM AGGLOMERATION 
ON THE WILD BEACHES OF DDBR





















































GARBAGE LEFT BEHIND BY TOURISTS ON 
WILD BEACHES IN DDBR













































GARBAGE COLLECTED ON SOUTHERN WILD 
BEACHES IN DDBR (MIDIA, CORBU, VADU )

IN TOURIST SEASON (May-September)

Year  2020 2021 2022

 Tourists number  220 000 75 000 83 000

 Cars number  55 000 17 000 21 000

 Fines number / value
1019 sanctions /291 330 lei  584 sanctions / 226 200 lei 

  
747 sanctions / 228 300 lei 

  
 Collected waste:    

      Abandoned on the beach 11 600 litres (58 bags  x 200 l) 31 200 litres (130 bags  x 240 l) 22 800 litres (95 bags  x 240 l)

      Deposited at the bins  886,1 mc/ 110 762 lei 725,04 mc / 95 400 lei 854,05 mc / 177 642 lei





LET’S  PROTECT  NATURE!



Portului street, nr. 34 A
820243- Tulcea, România

Tel: +40 240 518945
Fax: +40 240 518975
e-mail: arbdd@ddbra.ro

www.ddbra.ro 

Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve Authority (DDBRA)
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